
Henrico County Health Department Guidance for Rabies Evaluation of Patient 
Bitten by Animal  

 
                             
 

 

Did the person receive contamination of an open wound or 
mucous membrane by saliva or brain material from a bat, dog, 
cat, ferret, or other terrestrial mammal? (Ex: bite, saliva-
contaminated scratch from animal) 

No Postexposure 
Prophylaxis 
Necessary 

Yes 

Was the animal captured? No 

Contact animal control to give them 
description of situation (Patient 
information, location of incident) 
(804) 501-5000 

Yes
Has Animal Control been notified 
about the incident?  

Yes 

No 

Begin 
Postexposure 
Prophylaxis 

Was the animal a 
dog, cat or ferret? 

Yes 

Did the dog, cat, or 
ferret sicken within the 
10-day observation 
period after the exposure 
(Contact health 
department for this 
information at 804-501-
4522)? 

Has Animal Control been 
involved with the animal 
capture? 

No Contact animal control to give 
them description of situation 
(Patient information, location 
of incident, animal captured) 
(804) 501-5000 Yes 

No 

Will it take longer than 48 hours 
to get test results for animal 
(Contact health department for 
this information at 804-501-
4522)?

Begin Postexposure 
Prophylaxis 

Contact health dept. at 
(804) 501-4522

Yes 

Yes 

Was a bat found in 
the person’s home? 

No 

No 

No 

Was rabies confirmed by direct fluorescent antibody 
testing of the animal brain? (Contact health department 
for this information at 804-501-4522)? 

Discontinue 
Postexposure 
Prophylaxis 

No 

Begin/Finish Postexposure 
Prophylaxis 

Yes 

No Postexposure 
Prophylaxis Necessary 

No 

Yes 

Begin 
Postexposure 
Prophylaxis 

 


